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Workshop Goals

You’re looking for data for your project: where do you find it and 
how do you acquire it? 

You’ll learn how to :
• identify potential sources of data 
• locate the data you need
• gain access to it 

We’ll explore the library’s collections and subscriptions, in addition to 
data residing in repositories that can be identified by data citations 
and article references.    
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Data Collections
http://guides.lib.virginia.edu/datastats 

http://guides.lib.virginia.edu/datastats
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Planning Phase

Gather information about the data set you hope to find:

Known Dataset

§ Name of study or data set

§ Principle investigator(s)

§ Data producer or vendor

§ Edition or version

Variable Search

§ Variable(s)

§ Geographic coverage

§ Time period

§ Frequency
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Questions

Who is likely to collect data on this topic?
§ government agencies

§ academic researchers

§ IGOs and NGOs

§ non-profit organizations

§ private sector How are data likely to be collected?
§ survey (census, sampling)

§ administrative records
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Search Strategy #1: 
Start with a Statistical Publication
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Search Strategy #2: 
Use the Methodology/Data Section of Articles
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Search Strategy #3:
Search in Data Repositories



10

Discovering & obtaining data from non-
library sources

What do you do if you have researched your potential 
data source and it is not available through one of the 
databases that the library has a license to? 

You may want to contact the researcher directly if they 
have mentioned a dataset in an article that your citation 
research identified.

You can widen your search to include resources that are 
available on the internet, via Google or Bing.  One of the 
easiest ways to do this is by searching in a directory of 
data repositories.  



11

Uncovering data on the internet

It is second nature to search the internet for everything 
and anything.
• But how do we know if the resources we find are 

‘good’ resources?  
• How do we know if we can use them for our own 

research?  

Materials on the web were put there by somebody.  It is 
always important to remember that anything you find 
online belongs to someone.  To use it appropriately, you 
need to identify the owner and obtain permission.  
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Data Registries
Finding the source of your ideal dataset can be intimidating, 
confusing, and very time consuming.  

There are 2 international registries of data repositories that 
can speed up that search (Databib & Re3data merged in 
2015):  
Databib  http://databib.org/ 
Re3data  http://www.re3data.org/ 

There is also a list of data repositories by subject at 
Simmons College. 
http://oad.simmons.edu/oadwiki/Data_repositories  

http://databib.org/
http://www.re3data.org/
http://oad.simmons.edu/oadwiki/Data_repositories
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Advantages of  Data Registries

They provide information to 
narrow your search:
• Persistent Identifiers – unique, citable, 

and searchable
• Access controls 
• Terms of Use & Licenses
• Data preservation -- migrating to new 

formats or emulating old formats
• Professional backup & documentation
• Repository Standards ensure 

commitment and quality
http://www.plosone.org/article/info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0078080

http://www.plosone.org/article/info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0078080
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Finding data using a data registry

Databib and re3data can be searched at multiple levels.
The registries are similar in their content: 
• re3data has more European & Asian repositories
• Databib has more from the America’s. 
Both organizations have recently agreed to merge their 
resources into a single registry in 2015, under the DataCite 
umbrella. DataCite provides DOI’s for datasets: Digital 
Object Identifiers, which allow datasets to be cited just like 
an article.  A dataset with a DOI can be found more easily 
by other researchers.
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Finding data in a data repository

Search for History. 

Databib has 2 offerings, while re3data has 17.  
Look at the information in a particular repository record.

You’ve probably noticed the icons to the right of the 
repository name in re3data’s listings.  Those icons provide a 
lot of useful info up front, so you don’t have to dig for it.  
These icons will be the standard in the combined registry.

Let’s look at those icons, and then look at Sandrart.net.
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re3data.org icons

http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchObject.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0078080.g001&representation=PNG_M

What do the icons mean?

http://re3data.org   

http://re3data.org/
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The re3data record for Sandrart.net

Both registries show the same entry text for the 
Sandrart Repository.  Both provide a URL to the 
repository, both tell you it is a data provider (not 
accepting deposits), and that it is a disciplinary 
repository.
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The Databib record for Sandrart.net

Both registries show the same entry text for 
the Sandrart Repository.  Both provide a 
URL to the repository, both tell you it is a 
data provider (not accepting deposits), and
that it is a disciplinary repository.
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The re3data record for Sandrart.net

But re3data provides additional information on 
the other tabs: Institutions responsible for the 
repository, Terms of use and Standards.  You 
might also notice that Databib says it is a 
“restricted” repository, while re3data says it is 
open.  In reality, it is both.    
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Sandrart.net

The Sandrart.net site itself also provides additional 
citation information, as well as navigation tools, a 
French translation, a PURL for every page and 
image, and TEI, REST-Service and PND-Beacon feeds 
for the basic files.  
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openICPSR

ICPSR is creating a new repository that they will 
call openICPSR.  It will be separate from the 
institutionally-funded ICPSR data repository, will 
require a fee to deposit the data, and will preserve 
for 10 years.   In  the Self-Deposit Package, the 
data depositor is responsible for the 
documentation & anonymization of the data.  
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Data Archives & Repositories
Examples
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What have we learned about locating 
data?

There is a LOT of data out there that you can reuse.  
• re3data.org currently lists 586 repositories
• Databib lists 971 repositories   

There are many sources of data that aren’t in a repository.
• Disciplines may have an awareness of and access to data repositories 

that they don’t share with others.  
• Colleagues may be working with datasets that are still being created.  

Ask them!
• Authors may cite data in an article, but provide no information about 

it.  Contact them!  
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Best Practices for identifying and 
obtaining datasets
When identifying and obtaining data from non-library 
sources, it is important to remember a few best practices.  

• someone created the data, so who owns it?
• do I have permission to do what I want with the data?
• are there restrictions on reuse?
• does the dataset come with documentation that makes it 

understandable and useful?
• is the data freely accessible, or is it restricted access?
• do I need to purchase the data?
• do I need to register with the repository to obtain the data?
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DVN hosts multiple, individually-branded Dataverses

• Researchers control the design, content, dissemination of their Dataverse, and 
can embed it in their own webpage

• DVN assigns handles (persistent id) and Universal Numerical Fingerprint (data 
fixity/verification)

• Extracts metadata for discovery, imports/exports metadata in multiple XML 
formats (DDI, Dublin Core, FGDC); data across DVNs searchable within one DVN

• Accepts data in multiple formats (Stata, SPSS, CSV), converts to preservation 
format

• Data can be subset, recoded, analyzed online 
• Data sharing on DVN: 

http://thedata.org/files/thedata_new2/files/gettingstartedguidefinal.pdf

http://thedata.org/files/thedata_new2/files/gettingstartedguidefinal.pdf
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Code & Multi-discipline Data 
Archives & Repositories

Open Science Framework: https://openscienceframework.org/ Scientists can use 
OSF for free to archive, share, find, and register research materials and data.

figshare: http://figshare.com/ “figshare is a repository where users can make all of 
their research outputs available in a citable, shareable and discoverable manner.”

GitHub: https://github.com/ Share and archive code and collaborate with anyone.

runmycode: http://www.runmycode.org/  Online repository allowing people to 
share and download computer code and data associated with scientific publications.

ResearchGate:  http://www.researchgate.net/  Online research social networking.  
Collaborate, share publications and data.

https://openscienceframework.org/
http://figshare.com/
https://github.com/
http://www.runmycode.org/
http://www.researchgate.net/
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Data Sources  JISC
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Questions?

Summer Durrant
Data & Geographical Information Librarian
Research Data Services
University of Virginia Library
durrant@virginia.edu

Bill Corey
Data Consultant
Research Data Services
University of Virginia Library
wtc2h@virginia.edu 

Thanks for attending today's workshop:  Finding and Acquiring Data: Discovering and 
Obtaining Data from Library & Non-library Sources. 

Please contact us if you have any questions, or need assistance in locating and obtaining 
data for your research activities.

mailto:durrant@virginia.edu
mailto:wtc2h@virginia.edu

